Acorn Press Swindon Limited – Environmental Policy 

All members of Acorn Press are fully committed to preserving the wider environment and to act in an environmentally responsible manner at all times. 

We firmly believe that there are significant benefits to the organisation as well as the wider environment by employing such practises. In addition to the financial rewards effected by the recycling of waste products there are savings in production time created by closely monitored waste control as well as enhanced employee well being resulting from working in clean and pleasant surroundings. 

It is our intention that this ethic permeates throughout the company from management instigating Waste Monitoring projects to shop floor operatives ensuring that lights are turned off and doors shut where appropriate. We obtain information and guidance relating to changes in legislation enabling us to constantly monitor our position from several agency and industry bodies.  

Some controls in place relating to specific materials are as follows:

Paper
- the vast majority of paper utilised in our production is coated paper. All coated paper purchased is 

sourced from fully sustained forests, almost all paper is chlorine free. We purchase only from mills which

have high degrees of environmental commitment (eg returning  river water which after processing is cleaner than 

the original removed). Whilst a considerable amount of the paper and board that we buy is specified by our 

customers the above are the minimum restrictions that we would impose.   

Paper waste is segregated as appropriate and collected for recycling. 

Alcohol consumption – the use of alcohol is vital to the current printing process. We are currently involved in a programme to reduce alcohol usage which has seen significant reductions in the levels used, the next target is to achieve 5% alcohol content.

Inks & Coatings – Inks are based upon modified alkali’s which are in turn from vegetable oil derivatives such as Soya. The coatings used are water based with greatly reduced Volatile Organic Compounds (VOC’s). 

Waste inks are collected and processed by fully licensed operators. 

Chemicals – all harmful chemicals are carefully stored in appropriate containers, clearly marked as to their contents and collected for processing by fully licensed operators. 

No unauthorised substances are passed through the drainage system. We have routine checks made on our waste entering the drains to verify this. Product development and internal procedures are constantly monitored to reduce usage.

Plates
- Recent investment has been made in a new digital workflow and thermal platesetter, a significant factor

in choosing thermal was the environmental aspect. The thermal process (as opposed to "visible light") is extremely 

clean including the fact that there is no silver residue.

Used plates are not stored, they are sent for recycling immediately after an order has completed the production 

cycle. 

Packaging – all packing materials are re-used where possible. 

[image: image1.wmf]We fully expect all suppliers of Acorn Press to be conversant with and committed to their environmental responsibilities. 
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